
 Varietal Composi�on: 100% Syrah 

 13.4%, Alc.      0.70 g /100 ml TA        pH: 3.30, 

 Aging:  Stainless steel tanks before bo%ling 

750 cases produced—Released  March 2013 

2012  Syrah Rosé, Trinity County 

 The Merlo Family Estate Vineyards are located on the riverbanks of the 

wild and scenic South Fork of the Trinity River. Surrounded by 6,000 2. mountains 

on all sides, the vineyards are higher than most California vineyards, at an            

eleva�on of 1,250 feet. The valley floor has alluvial soils,  allowing for  excellent 

drainage and producing elegant yet complex flavors. The surrounding hillsides are 

composed of shallow na�ve clay, which helps to create bold, well-structured 

wines. The growing season, a full three to four weeks later than that of Napa or 

Sonoma  allows for a much slower  ripening, increasing hang �me and crea�ng full 

concentrated flavors without over – ripening or deple�ng natural acids. 
 

 2012 was one of the best vintages we can remember. Summer tempera-

tures were warm but not too hot, with cool nights both on the valley floor as well 

as the ridges. Most days were sunny with moderate temperatures, helping to    

ripen the grapes without any major heat waves. The mild late summer and fall 

weather created a fairly long harvest, allowing us to harvest fruit when it was    

mature at excellent sugars and good flavors. 

 The 2012 Syrah Rosé was  cold-fermented in stainless steel tanks to        

preserve the fresh fruit character. The wine was drawn off a2er 60 hours of skin 

contact for its unique salmon-hued color. The wine was fermented to dryness and 

then cold-stabilized and filtered.  

 

 The 2012 Syrah Rosé displays a strawberry-copper hue. On the nose, re-

freshing aromas of ripe strawberries and cherry fruit are consistent with the Syrah 

grape’s richness. On the palate, crisp acid and lively fruit present a bright yet rich 

flavor profile. In the spectrum of well-made Rosé wines, this  Syrah Rosé is a sturdy 

example of  a serious Rosé, and pairs well with  fresh, chilled shrimp, crab, and 

summer picnic meals with friends and family. 


